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life upside down. 
Where we once had value gaps, 
we now have chasms. 
The “great melting pot” is again 
at a rolling boil, but it’s seething 
with scarcely contained anger, 
not bubbling with promise. 
 Today, we’ve become the “can-
cel culture”. 
 Some call it “inclusivity” then 
mercilessly attack anyone who 
dares disagree. Instead of looking 
at how far we’ve come, they only 
focus at where we’ve been. 
Yesterday, as predictably as the 
morning’s sunrise followed the 
prior evening’s sunset, President 
Biden rolled out his tried-and-
still-untrue answers to solve the 
country’s “gun problem.” 
His time-worn suggestion that 
universal background checks, 
bans on “assault rifles” and re-
strictions on magazine capacities 

We haven’t solved poverty, 
addiction or mental illness. 
If anything, we’ve institu-
tionalized poverty for polit-
ical advantage, turned our 
backs on addicts, and stig-
matized mental illness to 
the point that people are 
unwilling to seek help. 

are “answers” to irrational people 
doing crazy things is purest po-
litical misdirection. 
It’s pandering to constituents 
who demand government “do 
something.” The problem with 
political eyewash is that it stings 
far more often than it soothes. 
Anti-gun politicians’ continue to 
push laws that make people feel 
less safe. The people, in re-
sponse, flock to gun shops to take 
defense into their own hands. 
The continued demonization of 
law-abiding citizens only 
strengthens a growing belief that 
the disconnect between Washing-
ton and the people is so great that 
only a radical reset will save us 
from them. 

Criminalizing law-abiding gun 
owners will not address the root 
causes of these horrors. 
That’s not just apparent to old 
guys. Here’s the observation of 
Reed Cooley, VP of Communica-

Commentary: Dancing again; A look at 
mass shootings and 2nd amendment 
gun rights... from sports page 1
the trillions of dollars spent to 
deal with poverty, addiction and 
mental illness have essentially 
been wasted. 
We haven’t solved poverty, add-
iction or mental illness. If any-
thing, we’ve institutionalized 
poverty for political advantage, 
turned our backs on addicts, and 
stigmatized mental illness to the 
point that people are unwilling to 
seek help. 
As a consequence, people who 
are angry, desperate, addicted, 
mentally disturbed, or any com-
bination of those factors, act- 
usually in anger. 
For some, the rage manifests as 
suicide. Others pour the rage out 
on others. 
The past 12 months have 
changed my perspective about a 
lot of things. Isolating provided 
an opportunity to look at the 
world from a different perspec-
tive. My bubble may have been 
small, but the view was expan-
sive. 
What I’ve seen has, unfor-
tunately, erased any hope I had 
that our best years lie ahead of 
us. Like me, the country is show-
ing its age. 
Our infrastructure may is crum-
bling, but our value system has 
totally collapsed. We are living 

The Second Amendment 
Foundation challenges 
gun law in federal court 
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time coming, ever since Carol 
Bowne of Berlin Township was 
murdered in her own driveway in 
2015 while waiting for her fire-
arm permit to be processed,” said 
SAF founder and Executive Vice 
President Alan M. Gottlieb. “The 
hoops one must go through and 
waits one must endure, plus the 
fees attached has resulted in a 
complicated process that delays 
approval far beyond what exist-
ing state law allows. 
“As we note in our lawsuit,” he 
continued, “such restrictions on 
firearm acquisition are unconsti-
tutional on their face. No Garden 
State resident should be sub-

jected to this kind of bureaucratic 
harassment. The idea that a law-
abiding citizen must first obtain 
government permission before 
exercising a constitutionally-enu-
merated fundamental right is 
simply hostile to the right to keep 
and bear arms.” 
SAF and its partners are asking 
the court to declare the pro-
visions of current New Jersey 
statutes requiring citizens to ob-
tain an identification card or per-
mit in order to acquire a firearm 
are unconstitutional. They want 
an injunction prohibiting the de-
fendants from enforcing those 
provisions and any related laws 
or regulations. 
The Second Amendment Foun-
dation is the nation’s oldest and 
largest tax-exempt education, re-
search, publishing and legal ac-
tion group focusing on the 
Constitutional right and heritage 
to privately own and possess fire-
arms. Founded in 1974, The 
Foundation has grown to more 
than 700,000 members and sup-
porters and conducts many pro-
grams designed to better inform 
the public about the con-
sequences of gun control. 
 For more information, visit 
www.saf.org.  

This legal action has been a 
long time coming, ever since 
Carol Bowne of Berlin Town-
ship was murdered in her own 
driveway in 2015 while wait-
ing for her firearm permit to 
be processed,” said SAF 
founder and Executive Vice 
President Alan M. Gottlieb. 
“The hoops one must go 
through and waits one must 
endure, plus the fees attached 
has resulted in a complicated 
process that delays approval 
far beyond what existing state 
law allows. 

 Today, we’ve become the 
“cancel culture”. Some 
call it “inclusivity” then 
mercilessly attack anyone 
who dares disagree. In-
stead of looking at how far 
we’ve come, they only 
focus at where we’ve been. 

tions of Young Americans for 
Liberty: 
“While it’s true that private own-
ership of firearms can help pre-
vent many senseless acts of 
violence such as this, mass shoot-
ings, no matter how terrible, do 
not justify destroying our Consti-
tutional rights. If we allow fear 
and impulse to dictate public pol-
icy, we open ourselves up to new 
forms of dystopian state control 
never before seen in America. 
These impassioned campaigns 
for gun control have never been 
about safety, but control. The 
misguided notion that tragedies 
like this will stop happening if 
we just pass the right laws is as 
dangerous as it is false; if it were 
true, Colorado—which already 
has universal background 
checks, large capacity magazine 
bans, and ‘Red Flag’ laws—
would be one of the safest states 
in the country.” 
 
Colorado isn’t one of the safest 
places in the country, despite 
their legislators having “done 
something” after every one of the 
other mass shootings there. 
Our “leaders” are trying to lead 
us in the wrong direction -again. 
Don’t be misdirected. 

UofM men’s golf defeats 
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46th and Mitchell Bowlin (76-
81-77—234) finished 72nd. 
 NC State’s Benjamin Shipp won 
medalist honors with an 11-shot 
victory at 16-under 66-66-68—
220. 
 After three-straight tournaments 
in the State of Georgia, the Tigers 
have reached the mid-point of the 
season as they return to action at 
the Hoosier Invitational at the 

PFAU Course at Indiana Univer-
sity in Bloomington, Ind., April 
3-4. 
 Memphis will then play in the 
Stones River C.C. Intercollegiate 
in Murfreesboro, Tenn., April 12-
13 before concluding the season 
at the AAC Championship at 
Southern Hill Plantation Club in 
Brooksville, Fla., April 23-25. 
 

Mississippi Forestry Commission releases Forest Action Plan 2020 
for sustainability, health, landowner trends, wildland fire and more
 From The Outdoor Wire 

 
 JACKSON, Miss. – The Missis-
sippi Forestry Commission 
(MFC) has released Missis-
sippi’s Forest Action Plan 2020, 
announced State Forester Russell 
Bozeman. 
Mississippi’s Forest Action Plan 
(FAP) 2020 is an update of the 
inaugural Forest Resource As-
sessment and Forest Resource 
Strategy published in 2010 by 
the MFC, the lead agency re-
sponsible for the protection, 
management and sustainability 
of the state’s forest resources. 
“The Forest Action Plan ana-
lyzes forest conditions and 
trends in the state, prioritizes 
rural and urban forest landscape 
areas and provides general long-
term strategies and plans for the 
state’s forestland,” Bozeman 
said. “The Forest Action Plan 
gives the Mississippi Forestry 
Commission and all forest stake-
holders a guide for how to effec-
tively manage and leverage 
forest resources in Mississippi.” 
Mississippi’s Forest Resource 
Over 62 percent of Mississippi’s 
land base is forested, totaling ap-
proximately 19.2. million acres. 
Pine forests cover 7.8 million 
acres (41 percent of the forested 
area). Hardwood and oak-pine 
timber types occupy 10.3 million 
acres (over 53.11 percent of the 
state’s timberland). 
In Mississippi, 89 percent of for-
est land is in private ownership, 
8.7 percent in federal ownership 
and 3 percent in state/local own-
ership. 
“Forest-related industries con-
tribute $13.1 billion to the state’s 
economy and directly employ 
61,794 people paying $1.1 bil-
lion in wages each year,” Boze-
man said. “In any year, timber 
will be among the three most 
valuable agricultural crops. In 
addition to economic benefits, 

human health, aesthetic, habitat, 
ecosystem service and recre-
ational benefits of forests are also 
well-documented and recog-
nized.” 
Key Forest Issues in Mississippi 
Seven key issues were identified 
by the public and stakeholders as 
areas of primary concern regard-
ing Mississippi’s forest resources. 
“When looking to update the For-
est Action Plan, the MFC con-
sulted with various stakeholders 
to gain insight into the issues that 
concerned them,” said Bozeman. 
“From federal and state partners 
to private landowners, the issues 
presented in the Forest Action 
Plan are the top concerns for for-
est stakeholders in Mississippi.” 
Forest Sustainability and Mar-
kets – Though forest lands have 
increased over the past four dec-
ades, since 2010 forest market 
conditions have become chal-
lenging. Since 2015, Mississippi 
has also lost 14 percent of its 
mills. These difficult market con-
ditions could have negative long-
term impacts on forest health and 
may ultimately lead to land-
owners considering conversion as 
an alternative choice. 
Landowner Trends – Most pri-
vate forest lands in the state are 
family-owned, less than 100 
acres and held for more than 10 
years. Though Mississippi is still 
a rural state, forest ownership is 
increasingly being affected by 
changing land ownership values. 
Traditional forest management 
economic objectives are being re-
placed by non-traditional man-
agement goals, such as 
ecosystem goods/services and 
non-timber management objec-
tives. 
Forest Health – Healthy, diverse 
forests provide multiple public 
benefits including timber, recrea-
tion, aesthetics, soil, air and water 
quality protection, and wildlife 
habitat. Forest pests and non-

native invasive species have 
caused adverse impacts on the 
value, productivity, functionality 
and ecosystem services of forest 
communities in the state. 
Stewardship – Promoting the 
proper management and respon-
sible use and protection of natu-
ral resources helps minimize the 
harmful effects of wildfires, in-
sects, diseases, invasive species, 
climate changes and storms and 
will improve the health and pro-
ductivity of forest communities. 
Wildland Fire – Fire is critical 
for forest health. Human devel-
opment around forested areas 
continues to increase the poten-
tial for catastrophic impacts from 
wildfires. Reducing or elimi-
nating fuels from the forest struc-

ture is integral for the protection 
of forest resources and the safety 
and protection of people and 
property. 
Climate Change – Locally, for-
ests provide shade, reduce air 
temperatures and can create 
cooler microclimates under the 
canopy and in bodies of water. 
Forests are major repositories of 
carbon. Healthy forests have a 
higher carbon storage potential 
than any other land use in the 
state. Maintaining existing forest 
cover and reforestation of agri-
cultural lands will increase the 
carbon storage potential across 
Mississippi’s landscape. 
Wildlife – Forested communities 
in Mississippi provide essential 
habitat for many common and 
declining resident and migratory 

fish and wildlife species. Wildlife 
provides important natural bene-
fits to forests as pollination, seed 
dispersal and soil and nutrient re-
cycling and control of other pop-
ulations. Conversion and/or 
changes in structure and compo-
sition of natural forest com-
munities have spurred the decline 
of species of concern indigenous 
to the state. Maintaining, protect-
ing, and restoring natural forest 
communities is key to the sur-
vival and recovery of these 
species. 
“I want to thank the team that 
spent months putting Missis-
sippi’s Forest Action Plan to-
gether. This was a huge 
undertaking and I am proud of 
the plan that was produced,” said 
Bozeman. “The MFC is com-

mitted to working with partners 
and stakeholders to implement 
the recommended strategies in 
this 2020 Forest Action Plan 
over the next 10 years.” 
For more information about the 
Mississippi Forest Action Plan 
2020, visit mfc.ms.gov. 
 The mission of the Mississippi 
Forestry Commission is to pro-
vide active leadership in forest 
protection, forest management, 
forest inventory, and effective 
forest information distribution,  
 
 To learn more about the Missis-
sippi Forestry Commission, 
please visit www.mfc.ms.gov 
and like and follow the MFC on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 
and YouTube at @MSForestry-
Comm. 
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Team Krieghoff’s Karen Shedd wins FITASC Grand Slam event  

  From  
The Outdoor Wire.com 

 Team Krieghoff member Karen 
Shedd continues her FITASC 
domination. Crowned 2020 Lady 
FITASC Grand Slam Champion, 
Karen now distinguishes herself 
as the first Lady to win an overall 
FITASC qualifier with her win at 
the recent B&P FITASC Grand 
Slam event. Karen won the event 
with an impressive six target lead 
over her closest competitor. 
Adding to this phenomenal per-
formance were Lady Champion 
titles in the Arizona State Cham-
pionship Preliminary and Main 
Events, placing Karen at the top 
of the Arizona State Champion-
ship & BP Grand Slam HOA 
Overall leader board. 
 
“Winning the first FITASC 
Grand Slam event of 2021 was 
probably the biggest accomplish-
ment I’ve had in my shooting ca-
reer so far! It was also the hardest 
I have ever worked physically 
and mentally during a shoot!” 
shares Karen Shedd. “Winning 
an overall tournament has been a 
goal of mine ever since I started 
shooting FITASC. To be able to 
accomplish the goal of being the 
First Lady to win an overall FI-
TASC qualifier is surreal to me 
and I’m so thankful to everyone 
who has helped me reach that 
goal. My goals going into the 
next few tournaments are to con-
tinue to train with a humble 
mindset of working hard on my 
game and enjoying the process of 
it.” 
Other notable Team Krieghoff 
performances were posted by 
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Karen Shedd continues to reign in FITASC 
Gebben Miles, Arizona State 
Championship & BP FITASC 
Grand Slam HOA Runner Up 
and Katie Fox, Arizona State 
Championship Main Event Lady 

Runner Up. 
Four qualifying events make up 
the FITASC Grand Slam Cham-
pionship. Team Krieghoff travels 
to the Southeast Regional for the 

next leg of the Championship. 
Find Krieghoff’s full 2021 Event 
Calendar at www.krieghoff.com. 
 
About Krieghoff International 

 
Dieter Krieghoff, fourth genera-
tion of the Krieghoff gunmaking 
family, established Krieghoff In-
ternational, Inc. in the United 
States in 1986. Originally 
founded as a European hunting 
gun manufacturer in 1886, 
Krieghoff has evolved into one 
of the top names worldwide in 
competition and field shotguns, 
as well as hunting rifles. With a 
reputation for reliability, longev-
ity and outstanding customer 
service, Krieghoff firearms are 
the choice of champions. Lo-
cated in Ottsville, PA, Krieghoff 
is the sole importer and main 
service center in North America. 
For more information visit 
www.krieghoff.com or email 
marketing@krieghoff.com 


